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below. be no technical problems. We have got to

remember that the only thing that stops a government
is people. If we can get enough people out to vote, we

will be able to elect people who will do what we want.”
But how is a legislator supposed to manage

expectations? If I had said to you that your local
congressman would only get to the White House every

four years, you probably would have questioned my
knowledge of electoral politics. Part of the confusion is
that Congress—and many Americans—appear to have
lost sight of the fact that, as a result of their repeated

failures, we are now facing a crisis in government that
is so severe that it threatens our Republic. We are

facing a fiscal cliff—the near collapse of our
government as a result of our collective inability to

govern responsibly. We are facing a government-debt
crisis—that is, a crisis in which, unless we take some

immediate action, we will fail to pay our obligations to
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the holders of our debt. We are facing a currency
crisis—that is, a crisis in which our government is

debasing the currency in an attempt to avoid paying its
bills. We are facing a housing crisis—in which our

government has been unable to make housing
affordable for ordinary Americans and is now trying to
resolve the problem by buying up houses and pushing
prices down. We are facing a trade deficit crisis—in

which we owe so much to other countries for the goods
and services we buy that we have accumulated a trade

deficit equal to the size of our entire GDP. We are
facing a jobs crisis—in which more than six million
jobs have been lost since the bottom of the recession
hit in December of 2007, and there is little hope that
we will create the number of jobs needed to bring the
unemployment rate down below nine percent. We are

facing a retirement crisis—in which we have just spent
more than $3.8 trillion of our money to bail out the
Wall Street banks, but we do not appear to have the

money left to pay for the retirement of our baby
boomers. We are facing a social security crisis—in

which we have just spent more than $2.2 trillion of our
money to bail out the Wall Street banks, but the social
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security trust fund is empty and will be out of money
by 2016. We
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